





Identifying a Graffiti Vandal

The Profile
Most active graffiti vandals are males age 13 to 30. They are from all socioeconomic backgrounds;
however most are from middle to upper middle class families.

The Equipment

Many taggers will wear loose fitting clothing which allows them to conceal their graffiti
implements. Some will use a backpack which they call a "tag bag". The items they will use include
multiple cans of spray paint, large markers, pre-tagged stickers called "slappers”, special
spray-paint can tip kits and practice books they call "piecebooks" or “blackbooks”.

The Methods

Taggers will most often tag walls and areas which are highly visible to the public and other taggers.
This is how they achieve their mission and gain fame. More daring taggers will use repelling gear,
drop ladders, ropes, roll ladders or other means to tag bridges, overpasses and freeway signs. The
more difficult the location, the more fame a tagger will gain. Occasionally taggers will vandalize
police vehicles and buildings. It is a sure way to gain fast credibility in the graftiti world.

The Attitude

Tagfg?ers want nothing to do with legal methods of placing art. In order for their work to be "real
graffiti", it must be illegal.

What can you do?

Your participation by reporting and accurately documenting
tags help police and District Attorneys build strong cases that

result in prosecution.
You can report the graffiti online at WashoeSheriff.com or

download our Sheriff's Office App to report graffiti on

location.
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